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tendence of the King's education/' he rested his forehead upon
Ms stick, and remained several moments in that posture. He
appeared even to understand nothing of the rest of the speech.
Villars and D'Effiat bent their backs like peoples ho had received
the last blow. I could see nobody on my own side except the Due
de Guiche, who approved through all his prodigious astonish-
ment. Estr^es became master of himself the first, shook him-
self, brightened up, and looked at the company like a man who-
returns from the other world.
As soon as M. le Due had finished, M. le Due d'Orl^ans
reviewed all the company with his eyes, and then said, that
the request of M. le Due was just; that he did not think ifc
could be refused ; that M. le Marshal de Villeroy could not b©
allowed to remain under a person whom he preceded in rank;
that the superintendence of the King's education could not be
more worthily filled than by M. le Due; and that he was per-
suaded all would be of one voice in this matter. Immediately
afterwards, he asked M. le Prince de Conti to give his opinion,
who did so in two words; then he asked the Keeper of the
Seals, whose reply was equally brief; then he asked me.
I simply said, looking at M. le Due, that I was for the change
with all my heart. The rest, M. de la Force excepted (who
said a single word), voted without speaking, simply bowing;
the Marshals and D'Effiat scarcely moved their eyes, and those
of Villars glistened with fury.
The opinions taken, the Regent turning towards M. le Due,
said, " Monsieur, I think you would like to read what you intend
to say to the King at the Bed of Justice."
Therefore M. le Due read it as it has been printed. Some
moments of sad and profound silence succeeded this reading,
during which the Marshal de Villeroy, pale and agitated, mut-
tered to him elf. At last, like a man who has made up his
mind, he turr.ed with bended head, expiring eyes, and feeble
voice, towards the Regent, and said, " I will simply say these
two words; here are all the dispositions of the late king over-
turned, I cannot see it without grief. M. du Maine is very
unfortunate."

